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DE THE FOX
So you have made the contact.great.

Only one thing is left to do before you
can consider the contact complete — con-
firm it with a QSL card. The QSL is con-

sidered the final courtesy of a contact and
is an Amateur Radio tradition. Most
amateurs have printed cards, some per-
sonalized (at greater cost), some using
standard setups provided by printers for the
purpose, Whatever form you adopt, be
sure vour QSL card shows very clearly the
correct call of the station contacted, the
date (including vear) and UTC time, the
hand on which contact was made, and the
mode, Most awards based on QSL cards
require at least these essentials, along with,
of course, vour street address, city, stale
or provinee, and country. Some awards re-
quire your county as well. Other interesting
data might include some details of your
equipment, antennas, former calls held,
class of license, signal report and anv
friendly comments.

# $%

If evervbody waited to receive a card
before sending one, there would be no
QSLing. Admittedly, printing and postags
are expensive. Il vou are very active on the
air, QSLing every contact may seem like
a needless expense. [f you want a Q5L from
your contact, be sure to send your card:
and as a matter of common courtesy, send
a card to everyone who sends you one.

Now about the QSO itself. You are in-
troducing yourself to a brand-new acquain-
tance. Don't bore him. The usual pro-
cedure is 1o give your name and location.
After that, tell him the things about
yourself that you would like to know about
him, but make your transmissions short.
Most voice operators use VOX or push to
talk, which makes it possible to talk back
and forth rapidly, much like a telephone
conversation. Identification of vour station
during each transmission is unnecessary,
but be sure to sign your call at least once
every 10 minutes during the course of the
QS0 and at the conclusion of the QSO.
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